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Geography map and the literary writing in Southern Song Dynasty

LI Guangsheng
(College of Literature, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu 610066, Sichuan, China)

Abstract: No matter as the object of academic discourse or amateur discourse, the map of Southern
Song Dynasty based on the two models of Yu Gong Tu and Hua Yi Tu have aroused great interest among
the scholar readers due to the development of various media and the demand of imperial examinations,
reflecting the “China” concept and political imagination of cultural elites rooted in the map. It is also an
important tool for them to define their identies as scholars. The geography maps in the poetry and litera-
ture of Southern Song Dynasty are not only the emotional response of the literati reading, but also the
reminder of the lost land, the memory of the homeland and the imagination of the empire, which has rich
cultural implications. The literati express their strong desire for restoration through many metaphors,
such as tears, home country and old capital.
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