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The Collision between Modernity and Tradition
——On the Involvement of the Teacher-Student Relationship in “ the May 4™ Literature”

GAO Xiao—ui
( College of Chinese Language and Literature Sichuan Normal University Chengdu 610068 China)

Abstract “The May 4" literature” has long been defined by various doctrines or ideological trends. This pa—
per attempts to reinterpret the occurrence and development of “the May 4" literature” from the perspective of the
relationship between teachers and students. During “the May 4" Movement”  the relationship between teachers and
students has changed greatly from the traditional one in terms of the teacher’ s identity ethical feelings inheritance
functions the teacher’ s academic background and social relations etc. A review of “the May 4" literature” from
the perspective of the teacher-student relationship can not only reveal that the teacher-student relationship subtly af—
fects the expression of scholars” views and their choice of positions during “the May 4™ Movement” but also serves
as a perspective for re-examining the evaluation criteria of modernity of “the May 4" Movement”. From the per—
spective of literary activities all aspects of “the May 4" literature” such as literary societies literary publications
literary debates and literary creation are related to the relationship between teachers and students.

Key words: the teacher-student relationship; modernity standards; literary activitie§ ‘the May 4™ literature”
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