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The Phonetic Systems of Shuyu ( )and Present Nanlu Dialect( )

in Sichuan The Correspondence between Ancient Documents on Dialects
and Present Field Works

ZHOU Ji-xu and ZHOU Min
(College of Liberal Arts, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu Sichuan 610068, China School of
Literature and Journalism, Sichuan University, Chengdu Sichuan 610065, China)

Abstract: Shuyu ( )is the transcript of Sichuan dialect in the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644). Many people take
it as the transcript of the phonetic system for Huguang dialect( ) spoken in Sichuan. It is not true. By
expanding the scale of comparison among different phonetic systems, along with the material gathered by field
works, it can be proved that Shuyu ( Jand present Nanlu dialect ( )in Sichuan are related. From the
Ming Dynasty to Qing Dynasty (1644-1911), Nanlu dialect ( )was always the offspring of Shuyu( );
and it is the ancient form of Sichuan dialect. Huguang dialect( ), the main dialect spoken in present

Chengdu and Chongqing, was brought by immigrants during the Ming and Qing Dynasty; and it is the new form
of Sichuan dialect.
Key words: Shuyu( ) ; Sichuan dialect; Nanlu dialect( ); Huguang dialect( )
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