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Misplacement and Deformation between Story Time and Narrative Time

TAN Guanghui
( School of Literature Sichuan Normal University Chengdu Sichuan 610068 China)

Abstract: Time is one of the core issues of narratology. The essence of narrative is its timeliness. Every narra—
tive layer is surrounded by time. In the philosophical and scientific history time can be largely divided into subjec—
tive time and objective time. Time in different level belongs to different ideational time. The story time can only be
interpreted as objective time and the narrative time can only be interpreted as subjective time. Narrative time can
be separated into event time narrating time and gap between external — text and internal — text. These times are
all subjective times so they have different patterns in different temporal conception and lead to misplacement and
deformation in the length and direction of the time. This kind of misplacement and deformation is the reason of nar—
rative and the proof of analyzing narrative level.

Key words: narrative time; story time; objective time; subjective time; deformation of time



