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Comparison of Alveolars between the Six Dialects

in Northern Sichuan and Two Dialects in Southwestern Sichuan

Yang Bo

(College of Liberal Arts, Sichuan Normal University)

Abstract :

According

to the data from fieldwork,

we
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classified and analyzed the characters of Zhi series pronouncing as
alveolar [ Ts-] in the six dialects of northern Sichuan province
such as Tongjiang, Nanjiang, Pingchang, Bazhou and Jiange,
then compared them with the corresponding characters in the two
dialects of southwestern Sichuan such as Zigong and Xichang, in
which the initial systems are of alveolar [ Ts-] and of retroflex
[Ts-]. A common phenomenon is found: that the characters of
Zhi series in Middle Chinese are pronounced as alveolar is quite
stable in the Sichuan area. The phenomenon deserves attention,
it is a common feature of Sichuan dialects, and it is also one of
the remains of the common dialect in the early stage.

Key words;: Sichuan; dialect sound; initial alveolar;

comparison; mid-ancient Chinese phonology



