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Study on Distribution of Alveolar and Retroflex
in Modern Chengdu Speech

Yuan Xuemei
(College of Liberal Arts, Sichuan Normal University)

Abstract: Unlike the modern Chengdu speech, Western
Mandarin or the Spoken Language of Western China and
Chinese Lessons which represent the Chengdu and its surrounding
areas” dialect of late 19th century, distinguish alveolar and
retroflex. The distribution is different from the contemporary
Beijing dialect, but highly consistent with Zigong and Xichang
speech that still maintain the differences between alveolar and
retroflex onsets. It prompts us to further study the relationship
between the small areas of Sichuan dialects and their sources.

Key words: Chengdu speech; modern pronunciation;

alveolars; retroflexes; phonological distribution



