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The Variation of the Nonstandard Variant Chinese
Characters in Rhyming Dictionaries of Qieyun Series in
Tang and the Five Dynasties
Tong Xiaolin

( College of Liberal Arts Sichuan Normal University)

Abstract. There are variant Chinese characters in Qieyun by Lu
Fayan from the earliest hand — written copy of Qieyun which
indicates that the compiler paid attention to collecting the variant
Chinese characters at the very beginning of compiling the book. The
Qieyun edition noted by Zhangsun Na — yan has quoted many character
fonts from ShuowenJiezi as well as other lexicons. Its noting methods
are also various and almost all the expression of variant Chinese
characters we can see in later times have been included which
indicates that variant Chinese characters are prosperous at that time
and the compilers had devoted their mind to collect them. The form of
«

( the other edition as‘*+) ” shows up and is mostly used in

WANG2 ( ). There are the situations that two variant Chinese
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characters are listed at the same time which are mostly seen in
WANG1 ( ) and WANG3 ( ). In WANG2 there are only
“ 7 and ¢ ” in the notes and this case continues to be seen
in the block — printing editions in the Five Dynasties. Whats special
in the editions in the Five Dynasties is that the variant Chinese
characters are listed separately and noted as “ oo s
o ( )7 “ 7 or ¢ " which indicates that
the compilers in this period focused on the distinguishing of the
standard Chinese characters and popular Chinese characters.
Key words: rhyming dictionaries; Qieyun, Tang Dynastie;

variant characters; recording form



