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Tangut Surname and Mongolian Name of the Tanguts in the Ming Dynasty
Nie Hongyin

Abstract: Some Tanguts migrating into the Central Kingdom in the Mongol-Yuan era were fond of tak-
ing Mongolian names to show their mentality of dependence on Mongolian rulers. Such a tradition was inher-
ited by some Tangut officials who accepted the full name form of “Tangut/Chinese + Mongolian” in order to
claim their social status being higher than Chinese. It is rarely seen that twenty-four Mongolian names in
Tangut transcription are recorded in an epilogue attached to the Tangut version Gaowang Guanshiyin Jing in
the Yuan Dynasty. Accurate deciphering those names will provide historical references to the cultural identity
of Tanguts after the fall of their country.

Keywords: Tangut; Mongolian; personal name; transcription; ethnicity
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