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The Ersu Dialect in Xifan Yiyu ( Chuan V) and Methods on
Confirming Languages and Dialects Tranliterated in Yiyu

WANG Zhen

Abstract: Huayi Yiyu is a valuable historical document that recorded
ethnic languages of Ming and Qing Dynasties. The identification of
the languages and dialects recorded is the basis of related studies.
Xifan Yiyu (Chuan V) is generally considered to be about the western
dialect of Ersu, but through comparison we find it is more likely to be
the eastern dialect, which is supported by linguistic and documentary
evidence. In addition to the vocabulary comparison, comparison of
sound change laws and historical phonological systems should also be
undertaken.

Keywords: Huayi Yiyu, Xifan Yiyu, Ersu, sound-change pathways,
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