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An Investigation of the Historical Phonological Changes of Ersu

Based on Xifan Yiyu (chuan IV) in Qing Dynasty

Wang Zhen

School of Literature, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu Sichuan 610068

Abstract Xifan Yiyu (chuan IV) transliterated Ersu vocabulary in the early Qing dynasty, and
few scholars paid attention to it. This paper establishes correspondence among the documentary re-
cords, modern Ersu and Proto-Ersu to summarize the laws of historical sound changes, including the
retroflexion and lateralization of * r-, the palatalization of Ts-and depalatalization of Te¢-, the emer-
gence of —aa, *d-changing into a lateral or {ricative, and * T>>P/ u and * m>g/ u, which can deepen
the understanding of historical phonology of Ersu.
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