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Abstract: Research on the interaction be—
tween the ancient Bashu and South Asian civiliza—
tions has roughly gone through three periods since
the beginning of the 20th century: from the early
20th century to the 1940s from the 1950s to the
late 1970s and from the early 1980s to the pres—
ent. Its main research directions among others
have concentrated on ancient Bashu and South Asi-
an socio-economic studies ancient Bashu culture
and Indian religion and literature ancient Bashu
culture and Southern Silk Road research.

Although scholars have long noticed the close
connection between the ancient Indian and Chinese
cultures few scholars have fully explored the spe—
cific connection between ancient Bashu literature
and South Asian civilizations. The recently pub—
lished book “Cultural Interaction and Integration
between Ancient Bashu and South Asia” has exten—
sively integrated important academic insights while
updating their writing styles and content.

Starting with the interaction and integration of
language and

material culture religious culture

literature and art respectively the book provides
a more comprehensive description of the interaction
between ancient Bashu culture and the culture a—
long the Silk Road — which can be called one of the
typical masterpieces in this research field. In terms

the book offers a broad

a strategic viewpoint

of research characteristics
viewpoint and a forward—
looking perspective. The volume is informative

prudent and systematic: it analyzes both China

118

and other countries and strives to build a new para—
digm for the study of Bashu culture and literature.
The work also includes both pictures and texts
contributing to the understanding and further devel—-
opment of the Silk Road theme.

The ancient Bashu and Southern Silk Roads
have led to remarkable results in data collection
sorting and research over the past 100 years. But
there are also some obvious shortcomings. To im—
prove future collection and research of ancient
Bashu and South Asian civilizations we must first
pay attention to the gathering and research of Chi-
nese documents in South Asia especially those re—
lated to the Southern Silk Road. Within this group
of rare documents and their Chinese editions we
should focus on various records linked with ancient
Bashu culture and Silk Road research. Secondly
we must pay attention to the study of Sinology out—

side of China.

search institutions and South Asian civilization re—

The domestic Bashu cultural re—

search centers should focus on Bashu literature and
its spread and distribution outside of China and
extensively absorb new results of the study of for—
eign civilizations. Thirdly based on the character—
istics of traditional disciplines it is necessary to
pursue academic growth in the subjects of ancient
eth—

literature and historical geography religion

nology communication anthropology and other
interdisciplinary fields.
Key Words: Bashu culture; South Asian cul-

ture; Southern Silk Road; cultural exchange



